
Imagine This
insight into the Parables of Jesus

Week 4: Parable Anthology



Read Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 (The Parable of the Weeds) 
    

Waking up to hear of the mass shooting in Las Vegas has filled my mind with questions that 

seem to have no answers. I find myself ever more eager for God to make things right in this 

world. Much like the servants in this parable, I long to see the weeds (sin and evil) uprooted and 

destroyed (v. 28). It’s only natural, then, to be shocked by the words of the field owner, who 

declines the servants’ offer to remove the weeds and instead says to let the weeds and wheat 

grow together until harvest time. 

This parable, along with the ones it’s sandwiched between, gives us a vision of God’s kingdom 

here on earth – a kingdom in which God has burst onto the scene (through the birth of Jesus 

Christ) and begun to restore His creation. Yet evil is still alive and well. 

We may wonder how we can possibly live in and experience God’s kingdom while surrounded 

by evil. This parable reminds us that God’s kingdom has arrived, whether it seems so or not. His 

power is at work in every moment restoring creation through a total victory over sin and evil. 

Just because evil is still present does not mean the absence of kingdom. 

Our role in the kingdom is to live as Jesus taught us. Jesus is telling his followers to stand up 

and behave differently in a fallen world. The good news then and today is that God’s kingdom 

comes with an unlimited supply of grace. Grace in the midst of evil. It’s available to you and me. 

Reach out. We have hope as followers of Christ. 

When you think about the field owner’s command to allow the weeds to remain until harvest 

time, what do you find most unsettling? List all the things that stick out to you in this passage. 

What do you think the original hearers of this parable found most troubling? What troubles you? 

What about this parable runs counter to our culture? How does it upend social norms and 

societal expectations? 

   

  

  

Day 1 
Don't Pull the Weeds?!  
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Day 1 

“All around us we observe a pregnant creation. The difficult times of pain throughout 

the world are simply birth pangs. But it’s not only around us; it’s within us. The Spirit 

of God is arousing us within. We’re also feeling the birth pangs. These sterile and 

barren bodies of ours are yearning for full deliverance. That is why waiting does not 

diminish us, any more than waiting diminishes a pregnant mother. We are enlarged in

the waiting. We, of course, don’t see what is enlarging us. But the longer we wait, the 

larger we become, and the more joyful our expectancy.” – Romans 8:22-25 (The 

Message) 

Listen: 

Lean In: 
In what ways do you think Christ-followers should live differently than the rest of the 

world? 

What does it mean for you to be living in this period of God’s “already” kingdom while

looking forward to the “not yet” when God finishes all He began?  

Live It Out: 

In what way might God be calling you to be wheat among weeds? 
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Day 2  
What Makes Someone Righteous? 

 Read Luke 18:9-14 (The Parable of the Tax Collector and the Pharisee) 

This parable does its work in us by contrasting the hearts of two men. Like those who first 

heard it, we may be guilty of thinking (or even saying) things like, “I’m so glad I’m not like 

so-and-so.” Luke says Jesus told this parable to those who were “pleased with and looked 

down on everyone else” (v. 9). While Luke doesn’t specify to whom Jesus was speaking, we

can read it as a warning against falling into the same trap. 

Both the tax collector (assumed by the original audience to be a sinner) and the Pharisee 

(assumed to be among the righteous elite) were aware of their need to approach God in 

prayer. Both sought communion with God. At their deepest point of need, sinners and saints

alike realize need for a savior. But following Christ means coming before him with humble 

and sincere hearts, admitting we are not worthy to be called His. 

This parable challenges us to think about the character of God. What does He consider to 

be righteous? How is righteous living possible? Is it by following rules or recognizing our 

constant need of a savior? 

When you consider Jesus’ answer in this parable about what makes a person righteous, 

what do you find most unsettling? List all the things that stick out to you in this passage. 

What do you think the original hearers of this parable found most troubling? What troubles 

you? 

What about this parable runs counter to our culture? How does it upend social norms and 

societal expectations? 
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Day 2 

“So where does that put us? Do we Jews get a better break than the others? Not really.

Basically, all of us, whether insiders or outsiders, start out in identical conditions, which 

is to say that we all start out as sinners. Scripture leaves no doubt about it: There’s 

nobody living right, not even one.” – Romans 3:9-10 (The Message) 

Listen: 

Lean In: 

Who is your “tax collector”? Can you think of a group upon whom you look down? 

Do you have a “thank God I’m not him/her” mentality about a particular person? 

 

Live It Out: 

Ask God to search your heart and reveal if there is any way in which you are like

the Pharisee.  
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Day 3 
With Grace Comes Responsibility 

Read Matthew 18:23-35 (The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant) 

I love how this parable begins, in The Message, as a response to a question by Peter. “At that 

point, Peter got up the nerve to ask, “Master, how many times do I forgive a brother or sister who 

hurts me? Seven?” (v. 21). You gotta love Peter. He’s always saying what the rest of us are 

thinking but never have the guts to say out loud. 

For many of us, forgiveness is a touchy subject. When we unpack this parable, we start to get a 

broader understanding of forgiveness: the forgiveness of God, the necessity of learning to 

forgive others because God forgives us, and a not-so-subtle warning for those who refuse to 

forgive. For Matthew, forgiveness is one of the identifying characteristics of a Christ-follower. 

Forgiveness is not optional if we want to follow Jesus Christ. Because we’ve been forgiven, we 

must show that same forgiveness in our lives towards others. We’ve been given the gift of God’s 

grace – a gift we do not deserve. We are obligated to give that gift to others. With great grace 

comes great responsibility. 

As a society, we demand our rights be respected. We proclaim them loudly on social media and 

wherever people will listen. If we think they aren’t listening, we talk louder until they do. That 

attitude is the opposite of what Jesus teaches us in this parable. Living a life of forgiveness 

might be the most powerful sermon others see. Rather than insisting on getting what we think 

we’re owed, we are to freely give forgiveness and mercy. Truly a reflection of the Father, in 

every way. 

“Only the strong can forgive.” – Mahatma Gandhi 

When you think about forgiveness as described in this parable, what do you find most 

unsettling? List all the things that stick out to you in this passage. 

What do you think the original hearers of this parable found most troubling? What troubles you? 

What about this parable runs counter to our culture? How does it upend social norms and 

societal expectations? 

  

JillWaltz.com



Day 3 

  

“So, chosen by God for this new life of love, dress in the wardrobe God picked out for 

you: compassion, kindness, humility, quiet strength, discipline. Be even-tempered, 

content with second place, quick to forgive an offense. Forgive as quickly and 

completely as the Master forgave you. And regardless of what else you put on, wear 

love. It’s your basic, all-purpose garment. Never be without it.” – Colossians 3:12-14 

(The Message) 

Listen: 

Lean In: 

Live It Out: 

In what ways have you seen others extend forgiveness and mercy recently? 

 

Why do you think society views forgiveness as weak? 

 

Theologian and author Klyne Snodgrass once wrote, “If forgiveness does not effect 

change, it is not experienced.” Do you agree? 

 

Is there someone to whom you need to extend mercy and forgiveness?  
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Day 4 
The Kingdom Is a Treasure

 Read Matthew 13:44 (The Parable of the Treasure) 

Have you ever dreamed of discovering buried treasure? Whether it’s between their mattress

and box spring, under a rock, or in a hole in the ground, people often choose to hide things 

of value. Though short, this parable is a reminder that God’s kingdom is present, real and 

awaiting our recognition. Jesus Himself is our proof that God’s kingdom has indeed come. 

As Christians, we have a tendency to anticipate the future restoration of God’s creation so 

much that we miss the fact that we’re part of it, at this very moment. What might it mean for 

us to live in the “now and the not yet” of God’s kingdom? Or are we so preoccupied by our 

own lives that we fail to embrace kingdom living now? 

Once we grasp that we’re living in the “already” of the restoration of God’s kingdom, our 

response should be rejoicing and celebration. Yet many of us compartmentalize this truth in 

our lives, neatly tucking it away for when we might need it. 

   “This parable urges us to abandon what we thought was the focus of life and focus 

entirely on what God is doing with the kingdom.” – Klyne Snodgrass 

When you think about the “already” nature of God’s kingdom as revealed in this parable, 

what do you find most unsettling? List all the things that stick out to you in this passage. 

What do you think the original hearers of this parable found most troubling? What troubles 

you? 

What about this parable runs counter to our culture? How does it upend social norms and 

societal expectations? 
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Day 4 

“What I’m trying to do here is to get you to relax, to not be so preoccupied with getting,

so you can respond to God’s giving. People who don’t know God and the way he

works fuss over these things, but you know both God and how he works. Steep your 

life in God-reality, God-initiative, God-provisions. Don’t worry about missing out. You’ll

find all your everyday human concerns will be met.” – Matthew 6:31-33 (The 

Message) 

 

Listen: 

Lean In: 

Live It Out: 

As Christians, how are we to live according to the “already” nature of God’s 

kingdom? 

How might you challenge yourself to live more fully in it?  

What is holding you back from fully embracing this “already” kingdom to which you 

belong?  
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Day 5 
Does God Answer Prayer? Duh!  

Read Luke 11:5-8 (The Friend at Midnight) 

If ever there was a “well, duh” sort of teaching from the lips of Jesus, this might be it. 

Praying should be a given for Christians, a discipline developed in each and every one of 

us. Through this parable, Jesus emphasizes the necessity of prayer. We need to pray. 

Should a God-honoring person pray regularly? Of course. Should we pray and expect that 

God hears us? Absolutely. Should we pray knowing that God loves to hear from us? Duh! 

(These are not Jesus’ words, just mine.) 

If we can count on help from a neighbor, how much more can we expect God to hear and 

answer our prayers? His capacity to listen and respond goes far beyond that of any human 

being, even the most caring among us. God hears us and is ready to respond. 

This parable assures us that we can trust the very character of God. He is willing, able, and 

faithful to meet our needs. 

When you consider how Jesus talks about the boldness of the friend seeking bread, what do

you find most unsettling? List all the things that stick out to you in this passage. 

What do you think the original hearers of this parable found most troubling? What troubles 

you? 

What about this parable runs against the grain of our culture? How does it upend social 

norms and societal expectations? 
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Day 5 

“If you don’t know what you’re doing, pray to the Father. He loves to help. You’ll get his help, and 

won’t be condescended to when you ask for it. Ask boldly, believingly, without a second thought. 

People who ‘worry their prayers’ are like wind-whipped waves. Don’t think you’re going to get 

anything from the Master that way, adrift at sea, keeping all your options open.” – James 1:5-8 (The 

Message) 

Listen: 

Lean In: 

Live It Out: 

 What does this parable teach us about the character of God?  

In what way might you need to approach prayer differently as a result of this parable?  
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Day 6 
Be Wise Like This Guy

Read Matthew 7:24-27 (The Wise and Foolish Builders) 

This parable is one of the least debated (and least discussed at length) of all the parables 

because its message seems so obvious. Its bottom line is that anyone who hears what 

Jesus says yet chooses to live differently is a fool. Sadly, churches today are full of foolish 

people. The one who hears and obeys what Jesus says is like a man who builds his house 

on a solid foundation. “Be wise like this guy,” Jesus advises us. 

True faith leads to obedience. In a perfect world, churches would be full of people so 

committed to the message and mission of Jesus Christ that they behave differently than the 

rest of the world – not because they are a bunch of rule-following converts who find safety in

church teachings, but because they are willing to die to themselves. They surrender all they 

are because they believe so strongly that God’s purpose and plans for them are greater 

than their own. 

Obedience happens by choice – by changing our commitments and depending on the 

power of the Holy Spirit. There is wisdom in surrendering each and every choice to Jesus. 

When we do, we can’t help but live differently than those around us. Ultimately we live with 

greater security. 

There are those who hear the word and reject it. Others hear the word and accept it, but 

they do not allow it to change them. Still others hear the word, put it into practice and submit 

their lives to Christ in love and obedience. It’s those people who are building their lives on a 

foundation that will not be shaken. 

When you think about the contrast found in this parable, what do you find most unsettling? 

List all the things that stick out to you in this passage. 

What do you think the original hearers of this parable found most troubling? What troubles 

you? 

What about this parable runs against the grain of our culture? How does it upend social 

norms and societal expectations? 
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Day 6  

“Don’t fool yourself into thinking that you are a listener when you are anything but, 

letting the Word go in one ear and out the other. Act on what you hear! Those who hear

and don’t act are like those who glance in the mirror, walk away, and two minutes later 

have no idea who they are, what they look like. But whoever catches a glimpse of the 

revealed counsel of God – the free life! – even out of the corner of his eye, and sticks 

with it, is no distracted scatterbrain but a man or woman of action. That person will find 

delight and affirmation in the action.” – James 1:22-25 (The Message) 

Listen: 

Lean In: 

Live It Out: 

Why does faith drive us to obedience?  

How have you seen this lived out in your own life? 

From the perspective of this parable, name some specific reasons why a person might be 

considered foolish. 

Can you identify in your own life something you struggle to surrender to God? How has it affected 

your ability to be obedient? 
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Day 7 
The Magnificant Distraction

Read Luke 12:13-21 (The Parable of the Rich Fool)  

Surrounded by people who were trying to figure out was he was really all about, Jesus began to 

step on toes. “Teacher, order my brother to give me a fair share of the family inheritance,” calls a 

person in the crowd. Jesus’ response sounds curt: “What makes you think it’s any of my 

business to be a judge for you?” (v. 14). Going on, Jesus shares the parable of the rich fool. 

No topic hits a nerve in church circles quite like money. For many, the most challenging part of 

the Christian life is stewardship. It’s a deeply personal issue because, frankly, Americans spend 

the majority of their adult lives in pursuit of more: more money, more possessions, more 

security, more pleasure. The never-ending pursuit of more is a magnificent distraction from faith 

and obedience. 

As a society, we’ve made an idol out of obtaining more. This parable stands in direct opposition 

to a way of life to which we’ve all become accustomed. The truth is that life is fragile and 

inconsistent. We say we know that a relationship with Christ is the most important thing, but do 

we live like we believe it? 

The real problem is not money and possessions themselves, but the authority we’ve given them 

over us. In this, we show our unwillingness to completely die to ourselves as followers of Christ. 

Every time we fall into the trap of becoming our own gods, we find ourselves lost in every sense. 

“That’s what happens when you fill your barn with Self and not with God.” (v. 21) 

When you think about the lessons found in this parable, what do you find most unsettling? List 

all the things that stick out to you. 

What do you think the original hearers of this parable found most troubling? What troubles you? 

What about this parable runs against the grain of our culture? How does it upend social norms 

and societal expectations? 
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Day 7 

“But if it’s only money these leaders are after, they’ll self-destruct in no time. Lust for money brings 

trouble and nothing but trouble. Going down that path, some lose their footing in the faith completely 

and live to regret it bitterly ever after.” – I Timothy 6:9-10 (The Message) 

Listen: 

Lean In: 

Live It Out: 

In what ways do you think Christians make an idol out of saving or earning more? 

 

Are there any possessions that distract you from God? 

 

What does it mean to be “rich toward God”? (v. 21)  

Confess to the Father your desire for more. Ask Him to help you live with eyes fixed

on Him and not on things you can accumulate. 
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