
Imagine This
insight into the Parables of Jesus

Week 2: The Parable of the Good Samaritan



Read Luke 10:25-37 

     Jesus throws his audience into a near tailspin as he introduces a Samaritan early on in this parable. 

Then, when he has their total attention, he reveals that the Samaritan is, indeed, the hero of the story. 

Talk about a plot twist. Those listening must have experienced a serious case of whiplash. Jesus 

intentionally makes the hero their worst enemy. 

     Jesus’ audience that day was a group of Jewish men. They had the impression that healthy, Jewish 

men were the ones entitled to enter the Kingdom of God. Jesus throws that entire thought process out the 

window and begins to teach something that goes against everything many of these Jewish people had 

ever been taught. 

     I’ve heard it said that had Jesus been a Samaritan, this parable could have easily been called “The 

Good Jew.” Jesus asks us today to think of the person we would least likely ever want to thank for saving 

us. That is the hero of this story. And we are to live like that hero. 

     Jesus’ idea of heroism is one who is willing to reach beyond the bounds of what is typical and 

customary. Jesus’ says a real hero lives a life of love that busts through boundaries made by man. Are 

you willing to be that sort of hero? 

When you think about the surprise hero in this story, what do you find most unsettling? List all of the 

things that stick out to you. 

What do you think the original hearers found most troubling? 

What about this surprise hero turns normal culture upside down? What goes against social norms and 

societal expectations? 

What upsets you after reading/hearing this? 

  

  

  

Day 1 
Luke 10:25-37 

The Surprise Hero 
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Day 1 

Jesus said, “Go and do the same.” Luke 10:37 

Listen: 

Lean In: 

What sorts of “rules” have you decided upon when it comes to naming heroes in your

life? 

The “hero” (the Samaritan) demonstrates that we don't have the right to limit who 

receives our compassion and mercy. How can you “go and do the same?” (Luke 

10:37) 

What particular traits of the Samaritan qualified him to be a hero in the eyes of 

Jesus?  

Live It Out: 

In what ways might God be challenging your thought process about reaching out

and loving people who are different from you? 

Can you identify your “Samaritan?”  
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Day 2  
Luke 10:25-37 

Beliefs or Behavior? Which is It? 
  Read: Luke 10:25-37 

     Many times the Priest and the Levite receive a “bad rap” when we visit the Parable of the Good 

Samaritan. We often look to this biblical account and wonder why the leaders of the church didn’t run right 

over to the nearly dead man and work to meet his needs. We are great at pointing our fingers when 

someone else doesn’t step up, aren’t we?! 

     According to the Torah, it would have been considered “unclean” for a religious leader to touch the 

body of one so near death. They were bound by what was known as “corpse impurity.” If they reached out 

and touched this dying man, they would become unclean and need to go through purification rituals. Not

one of Jesus’ hearers would have assumed it was out of the ordinary for a priest or Levite to pass by a 

nearly dead man. “So, get to the point, Jesus” is probably what they were thinking. “Of course the Levite 

and priest passed by on the other side. That’s what they’re supposed to do.” In many ways, the priest and 

the Levite are living our their love for God by obeying the Torah. Who can fault them for that? Jesus does. 

Why? Because within the Torah is the commandment to love others above yourselves. (Leviticus 19:18) 

Jesus isn’t saying it’s not good to follow the law. But, when love is overridden by law, it becomes a 

problem. God doesn’t want a list of rule followers. He wants our hearts. 

     How many times do our beliefs dictate our behavior rather than the inverse? For many of us (especially 

those who have spent a lifetime in the church), we are quick to speak about the things we believe but often

don’t allow love to guide our behavior. Jesus didn’t care what the Samaritan believed, only what he did as 

a result of that belief. 

“This parable underscores that compassion, mercy, and love are the key factors in living for God 

(and therefore in discipleship to Jesus).” (Klyne Snodgrass) 

Jesus’ challenge isn’t, “Go and believe the same,” but rather, “Go and do the same.”   

When you think about love vs. law within this parable, what do you find most unsettling? List all of the 

things that stick out to you. 

What do you think the original hearers found most troubling?

What about this particular detail turns normal culture upside down? What goes against social norms and 

societal expectations? 
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Day 2 

“Don’t seek revenge or carry a grudge against any of your people. 

Love your neighbor as yourself. I am God.” Leviticus 19:18 

Listen: 

Lean In: 
Right beliefs don't matter unless they lead to right actions. How might this passage be challenging you 

in this area? 

Ask yourself, “If I do not stop and help, what will happen?” 

  

Live It Out: 

What happens to God’s Kingdom around us when we withhold our compassion from people 

who are different from us?  
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Day 3 
Luke 10:25-37 

Who is my neighbor? 

Read: Luke 10:25-37 

     From soccer fields, to cubicles, to church pews, it's true that “like attracts like.” We are drawn to people 

who are like us. It’s just what we do. Having “cliques” within churches is nothing new. The Jewish audience

of that day were a tight-knit group. They worshipped together, ate meals together, and enjoyed family life 

with each other. 

     It may have been unsettling for the Jewish audience to hear Jesus saying that your best buds aren’t 

your only neighbors. Even more unsettling than that, he was telling them their enemy was their neighbor. 

(Well played, Jesus. Well played.) 

     You and I often define neighbor as those who live in close proximity to us. Jesus is saying that our 

neighbor is not the one who looks like us, acts like us, or runs around with us. But, rather, our neighbor is 

the one who shows us mercy when we most need it. Jesus totally redefines what it means to be a 

neighbor. 

“One cannot define ones neighbor; one can only be a neighbor.” (Franz Leenhardt) 

When you think about redefining your concept of neighbor, what do you find most unsettling? List all of the 

things that stick out to you. 

What do you think the original hearers found most troubling?

What about this particular detail turns normal culture upside down? What goes against social norms and 

societal expectations? 

What upsets you after reading/hearing this? 
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Day 3 

Matthew 5:38-42 

  

“You’re familiar with the old written law, ‘Love your friend,’ and its unwritten companion, ‘Hate your 

enemy.’ I’m challenging that. I’m telling you to love your enemies. Let them bring out the best in you, 

not the worst. When someone gives you a hard time, respond with the energies of prayer, for then 

you are working out of your true selves, your God-created selves. This is what God does. He gives 

his best—the sun to warm and the rain to nourish—to everyone, regardless: the good and bad, the 

nice and nasty. If all you do is love the lovable, do you expect a bonus? Anybody can do that. If you 

simply say hello to those who greet you, do you expect a medal? Any run-of-the-mill sinner does that.

“In a word, what I’m saying is, Grow up. You’re kingdom subjects. Now live like it. Live out your God-

created identity. Live generously and graciously toward others, the way God lives toward you.” 

Matthew 5:43-48 

 “Here’s another old saying that deserves a second look: ‘Eye for eye, tooth for tooth.’ Is that going to 

get us anywhere? Here’s what I propose: ‘Don’t hit back at all.’ If someone strikes you, stand there 

and take it. If someone drags you into court and sues for the shirt off your back, giftwrap your best 

coat and make a present of it. And if someone takes unfair advantage of you, use the occasion to 

practice the servant life. No more tit-for-tat stuff. Live generously." 

Listen: 

Lean In: 

Live It Out: 

Our relationship with God is expressed through our relationship with the people around us. How 

might others see in you that you are a Christ follower? 

Sometimes being a neighbor causes us to be uncomfortable. How might this feeling be evident in 

our churches today?  

 Instead of asking “Who is my neighbor?” let’s ask instead, “How can I be a neighbor?”  
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Day 4 
Luke 10:25-37 
Loving Others 

 Read: Luke 10:25-37  

“When he saw the man’s condition, his heart went out to him.” The Samaritan was moved with compassion

when he saw the injured man.  

     There are wounded people all around us. Most of them aren’t bloodied and bruised, but instead, carry 

deeper wounds of hurt, regret, shame, or abandonment. Just like the scene of a bad accident, oftentimes 

we turn away from the needs of others. Maybe we do that because it’s too painful or messy to look upon?  

Here are some reasons I’ve identified that we don’t fully embrace lives of love and compassion. 
Can you think of more?  
1. We don’t think they “deserve” it 

2. We don’t like them  

3. We don’t have time 

4. We don’t have the money 

5. We are uncomfortable  

6. We feel superior to them in some way 

Here is what it might look like, instead, to love others. Can you think of more?  

1. Banish fear  

2. Give even when it’s not personally convenient  

3. Give of your finances (wait, “what if they go buy alcohol with that money” or similar is often our 

argument) 

4. Sacrificing self for the benefit of others at the expense of your own comfort or convenience.  

When you think about really learning to love others (who you may have previously considered deplorable 

or unlovable), what do you find most unsettling? List all of the things that stick out to you.  

What do you think the original hearers found most troubling?  

What about this particular detail turns normal culture upside down? What goes against social norms and 

societal expectations?  

What upsets you after reading/hearing this? 
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Day 4 

“In a word, what I’m saying is, Grow up. You’re kingdom subjects. Now live like it. Live 

out your God-created identity. Live generously and graciously toward others, the way 

God lives toward you.” 

Matthew 5:48 

Listen: 

Lean In: 

Live It Out: 

Who do you find yourself identifying with in this parable? (Be careful, it just may be 

the man lying along the road.)

Mercy isn’t afraid to live with dirty hands.   

Who in your sphere of influence needs you to demonstrate mercy? 

Identify someone who you’ve considered to be unworthy of your mercy and love. 

Start to pray for them. 

JillWaltz.com



Day 5 
Luke 10:25-37 

The Elephant in the Room 

Read: Luke 10:25-37 

     If we read the Parable of the Good Samaritan with an open mind and really allow it to speak to us, we 

will find ourselves challenged to love people who are not like us. 

     Picture the scene; Jesus is telling a group of devout Jewish men that in order to really embrace what 

Kingdom living looks like, it means we must love like “those people.” Through the teachings of this parable,

we find ourselves confronted with our own personal prejudices. 

     We often mistakenly assume that our churches and Christian circles are free of any sort of prejudice. 

Truthfully, Christians are as guilty as anyone else of creating boundaries between “us” and “them.” 

     “Those illegals,” “those gays,” “those drug heads” and the list goes on and on. It’s human nature for us 

to draw lines, to create lines of division. Learning to love “them”’ as “us” is difficult but Jesus never offers 

an alternative to Christ followers. Because there is no alternative, “we” must choose to love “them.” 

     Ultimately, as Jesus followers, we must avoid the temptation to be self-righteous in any way. 

When you think about the way this parable potentially addresses racism, what do you find most unsettling?

List all of the things that stick out to you. 

What do you think the original hearers found most troubling? 

What about this particular detail turns normal culture upside down? What goes against social norms and 

societal expectations? 

What upsets you after reading/hearing this? 

JillWaltz.com



Day 5 

“So where does that put us? Do we Jews get a better break than the others? Not really. Basically, all 

of us, whether insiders or outsiders, start out in identical conditions, which is to say that we all start 

out as sinners. Scripture leaves no doubt about it: 

There’s nobody living right, not even one, 

    nobody who knows the score, nobody alert for God. 

They’ve all taken the wrong turn; 

    they’ve all wandered down blind alleys. 

No one’s living right; 

    I can’t find a single one. 

Their throats are gaping graves, 

    their tongues slick as mudslides. 

Every word they speak is tinged with poison. 

    They open their mouths and pollute the air. 

They race for the honor of sinner-of-the-year, 

    litter the land with heartbreak and ruin, 

Don’t know the first thing about living with others. 

    They never give God the time of day. 

This makes it clear, doesn’t it, that whatever is written in these Scriptures is not what God says about

others but to us to whom these Scriptures were addressed in the first place! And it’s clear enough, 

isn’t it, that we’re sinners, every one of us, in the same sinking boat with everybody else? Our 

involvement with God’s revelation doesn’t put us right with God. What it does is force us to face our 

complicity in everyone else’s sin.” 

Romans 3:10-20 

Listen: 

Lean In: 

Live It Out: 

How diverse is the circle of people you associate with? 

Is it possible that too many within your circle look too much like you?

Are all of your friends Christians? Could that be a problem?  

  

Do I have any sort of prejudice in my heart? What will I do, starting now, to rid myself of it? 
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Day 6 
Luke 10:25-37 

Close Enough to Care 

Read: Luke 10:25-37 

The priest: saw the man, and “angled across to the other side.” “Don’t get too close, you might have to 

help” is how we often behave like the priest. 

The Levite: showed up but avoided the man. “Oh, tell me about the problem/need.” We want to know but 

are unwilling to move to action ourselves. This is how we often behave like the Levite. 

The Samaritan: moved to action. 

     Why are we not moved to action more often, like the Samaritan? I’m going to say something very bold 

here: most of us aren’t moved to action because we aren’t close enough to the needs of people to care. 

Within our churches, we’ve created zones of safety. We hang around Christians, we unfriend people on 

social media who “offend” us. We are safe to see the problems of those around us from the safety of our 

church pew each week. 

     Remember how we talked about parables always pointing to the Kingdom of God? The Parable of the 

Good Samaritan should remind us that, as part of God’s earthly Kingdom, we all have a role to play. We 

cannot be innocent bystanders while needs go unmet all around us. It is up to me and you to meet these 

needs. We do this when we are close enough to care. 

Rick Warren says it like this: “Based on how God wired me, what is the greatest contribution I can 

make? How can I make a difference?” 

When you think about the way this parable challenges us to get close to messy situations, what do you 

find most unsettling? List all of the things that stick out to you. 

What do you think the original hearers found most troubling? 

What about this particular detail turns normal culture upside down? What goes against social norms and 

societal expectations? 

What upsets you after reading/hearing this? 
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Day 6  

“My dear children, let’s not just talk about love; let’s practice real love. This is the only 

way we’ll know we’re living truly, living in God’s reality. It’s also the way to shut down 

debilitating self-criticism, even when there is something to it. For God is greater than 

our worried hearts and knows more about us than we do ourselves.” 1 John 3:18 

Listen: 

Lean In: 

Live It Out: 

In what ways do we tend to ignore the needs of others? 

What are needs you see around you that you can begin to help address now? 

What needs rearranging in your life so that you can get close enough to care?  
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Day 7 
Luke 10:25-37 

Seize the moment 

Read: Luke 10:25-37 
     Truthfully, some days I get tired of trying to meet everyone’s needs. I meet needs every day. I meet the 

needs of my kids, our household, trying to keep everyone at work happy and sometimes, when my friends 

are hurting, I make myself available to help meet their needs. 

     Immediately approaching the nearly dead man, the Samaritan went straight to work. He wasn’t on his 

phone. He wasn’t in a hurry hauling his kid to soccer. He wasn’t preoccupied. He simply noticed. Then, his 

love motivated him to action. He didn’t make excuses about not having the proper supplies or enough 

time. He just began to minister. Right there, with what he had. Love propelled him forward. 

     Once he saw the need, he didn’t wait. He went immediately to him and began to bandage his wounds 

and gave him first aid and took him to be cared for. How was he able to do this? He wasn’t so busy he 

couldn’t notice. 

     Seizing the moment means we risk being uncomfortable. We may get dirty. Real love drives us to live 

lives full of mercy and compassion. 

When you think about the way this parable challenges us to seize the moment, what do you find most 

unsettling? List all of the things that stick out to you. 

What do you think the original hearers found most troubling? 

What about this particular detail turns normal culture upside down? What goes against social norms and 

societal expectations? 

What upsets you after reading/hearing this? 
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Day 7 

“Never walk away from someone who deserves help; 

    your hand is God’s hand for that person. 

Don’t tell your neighbor “Maybe some other time” 

    or “Try me tomorrow” 

Proverbs 3:27-28 

Listen: 

Lean In: 

Live It Out: 

The church should be leading the charge when it comes to taking notice of needs 

around us. What sorts of things prevent us from doing this regularly as a church? 

In what ways do you need to move beyond taking notice and into action? 

In what ways does your church need to start seizing the moment?  
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